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Synopsis

If youA¢a -4,¢re an experienced programmer interested in crunching data, this book will get you
started with machine learningA¢a -4 <a toolkit of algorithms that enables computers to train
themselves to automate useful tasks. Authors Drew Conway and John Myles White help you
understand machine learning and statistics tools through a series of hands-on case studies, instead
of a traditional math-heavy presentation.Each chapter focuses on a specific problem in machine
learning, such as classification, prediction, optimization, and recommendation. Using the R
programming language, youA¢a -a,¢ll learn how to analyze sample datasets and write simple
machine learning algorithms. Machine Learning for Hackers is ideal for programmers from any
background, including business, government, and academic research.Develop a naAfA ve
Bayesian classifier to determine if an email is spam, based only on its textUse linear regression to
predict the number of page views for the top 1,000 websitesLearn optimization techniques by
attempting to break a simple letter cipherCompare and contrast U.S. Senators statistically, based on
their voting recordsBuild a A¢a —-A“whom to followA¢a —A- recommendation system from Twitter

data
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Customer Reviews

Drew Conway is a PhD candidate in Politics at NYU. He studies international relations, conflict, and
terrorism using the tools of mathematics, statistics, and computer science in an attempt to gain a

deeper understanding of these phenomena. His academic curiosity is informed by his years as an



analyst in the U.S. intelligence and defense communities.John Myles White is a PhD candidate in
Psychology at Princeton. He studies pattern recognition, decision-making, and economic behavior

using behavioral methods and fMRI. He is particularly interested in anomalies of value assessment.

This book is more of an introduction to R then anything to do with Machine Learning.. as a R
introduction it's not bad minus the horibad sample code ... which won’t even work if you copy and
paste it,my advice find a different book there any many, many more accurate and detailed books on

R and machine learning

I’'m very disappointed that O’Reilly put there name on this book, it's boring doesn’t really explain
anything except how to use R to query data. But we all know machine learning is the process used
to build that data. So the choice of ar arbitrary data sets to to explain what data is, its simply
philosophical bull crap. It feels like this book is writen from the point of view of an idiot a proper title
would be R query hack for databas tables. | really want a refund because | feel like | was duped ...
and then Once you read the authors intro and that the book was written by someone who obviously
has nothing to do with hacking or programming. Then it make sense, | don’t see any actual maching

learning period or detailed and correct explanation machine learning algorithms. O'R

This book may be good for those with little mathematical or statistical background, but its
background information sections are too long and its treatment of ML topics too superficial for the
book to be very useful for someone with the requisite background to actually implement the

methods described in the book.

| learned a little about the R language and how a lot of scientist of physicist use it the write functions
to dynamically create graphs to analyze the data they compiled. It also encompasses a lot of the
same math you learn in statistics classes which makes sense. | even ended up downloading an R

language reference app from the Apple app store to have an object reference of the language.

As other reviews have noted, this book is R-heavy. And R turns out to be a poor choice for a lot of
this data manipulation. As a "hacker" I'd prefer to use python or something similar for a lot of the
code and then use R for the stuff that it's good at. Also the kindle formatting of this book is terrible.
The code is formatted very poorly (I hope this is a kindle translation problem and not the way that it

looks in the book). That poor formatting makes it difficult to read through the code. I'd recommend



anyone who knows a decent programming language should try a different book.

The way this is formatted for Kindle makes it basically unusable. Page numbers in the middle of the

text, mangled figures and tables, no chapter breaks and more. | had to buy the book again in paper.

| used this book to teach students about data mining and machine learning with a hands-on
approach. | intended it to be used as a book for the students to rely and fall back on. It is not suited
well for that purpose.Pros: The book is affordable and nicely written. The authors take great care in
making the book useful and entertaining and one can immediately start putting things into practise.
Also, the R examples are interesting and by itself motivating.Cons: The book has a couple of very
grievous errors, that make me wonder the authors understand the subject matter. This is especially
striking in the chapters on PCA and Multidimensional Scaling (which | covered in some depth in the
class), but also to a lesser degree in other parts of the book that | have read more thoroughly (like
optimization and linear and nonlinear regression). Many errors are not typos or simple mistakes but
seem to be proof of a profound misunderstanding of concepts by the authors. | am sorry to be so
blunt, but one should not write a book about topics that one is not intimate with. Given that the book
is probably quite successful, it propagates error into a community whose members may not have
the statistical background to spot the errors immediately. Some methods used in the book are quite
hard to understand even for graduate students and to be so nonchalant about the underlying theory
can be dangerous. | realize that the book is intended to be superficial with regards to mathematical
or conceptual depth, but this combined with some of the presented high-level techniques can easily
backfire when people are given the tools, but not the understanding. Especially when the
explanations on interpretation are plainly wrong (I am talking about using standard deviations
instead of variances, substantive interpretation of methodological artifacts, wrong explanation of R
output, etc.). Additionally, certain parts of the book became outdated as soon as the book came out,
such as the Google example.Overall, | do not recommend the book. | now only use it as a collection

of nice examples and sometimes borrow bits of their R code.
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